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Dear Sir: 

30 Pursuant to the DECISION, SUA SPONTE, TO MERGE 

REEXAMINATION AND REISSUE PROCEEDINGS, dated November 
03, 2000 and mailed November 6, 2000 ("the Decision") , 
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the Applicant in the above referenced Reissue 
Application and Patent Owner in the above referenced 
Reexamination Proceedings, which were merged by the 
Decision, hereby submits the House Keeping Amendment 
5 called for in the Decision and 37 C.F.R. §1. 565(d). 

This Amendment will serve to place all claims currently 
in the above referenced Reissue Application in the 
merged Reexamination Proceeding files. Applicant 
therefore respectfully requests that the Examiner add 

10 the following new claims, the same new claims as were 
added in the Reissue application, to the above 
referenced Reexamination Proceeding files. As required 
by the decision, this identical Amendment is submitted 
separately in each of the above referenced files, 

15 pursuant to the Decision, though these claims are 
already a part of the above referenced Reissus 
Application . 

In the Claims of the above referenced 
Reexamination Proceeding files, please add the 

20 following new claims: 

■ 16. (New) A method of processing/symbolic 

representations of dates store/h in a database. 




comprising the steps of: 



25 providing a database wj/th symbolic representations of 

dates stored therein /according to a format wherein Mi 
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M? is the numerical month designator, p / D2 is the 
numerical day designator, and Y i Y2 is/the numerical 
year designator, all of the symboliq/ representations 
of dates falling within a lO-decadJ period of time; 



selecting a window with a Y a Yb v,&lue for a pivot 
date of the window, Y ^ Yb being /no later than the 
earliest Yi Y2 year designator/in the database; 

determining a century desigi/ator C i C2 for each 
symbolic representation of/a date in the database, C i 
C? having a first value i/ Y i Y2 is less than Y r Yb_ 
and having a second val/e if Yi Y; is egual to or 



greater than Y r Yb ; ar/d 



reformatting t he symbolic representation of each 
_ J ^ 

symbolic representation of a date in the database, 
without the additj/on of any new data field to the 
database, with tMe reformatted symbolic 
representation pt each date in the database having 
the values C i_/2^i_l2^i_M2 > a"d D i D; , in order to 
facilitate c/llectively further processing the 
reformatted/symbolic representations of each of the 
symbolic :^presentations of each of the dates. 

11. (New) Ifae method of claim 16, wherein the windo w^ 
includes /t least a portion of the decade beginning in 
the year/2000. 
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18. (New) The method of claim 17, w herein th e step of 
determining includes the step of: 

determining the first value as 20 and the / second 
value as 19. 

5 19. (New) The method of claim 16, incljading an 

additional step, after the step of r,ef ormatting , of: 

sorting the symbolic representa^tions of dates 



20. (New) The method of claim IJo, wherein the step of 



reformatting includes the step of: 



10 reformatting each symbol/c representation of a date 

into the format C i C g Y/ Y2 Mi M2 Di D2 separately from 
the symbolic represegrtations in the database. 

21. (New) The method >of claim 20, including an 
additional step, af/er the step of reformatting, of: 

15 sorting the synfeolic representations of dates using a 

numerical-order sort. 

22. (New) The/method of claim 16, wherein the step of 
providing a yaatabase includes the step of: 

convert/ng pre-existing date information having a 
20 diffeiyent format into the format wherein Mi M2 is the 



numerical month designator, D i D 2 is the numerical 
da/ designator and Y i Y2 is the numerical year 
^signator . 



4 
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23. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein the st,ep of 
selecting includes the step of: 

selecting Y b such that Y b is 0 (zero) 

/ 

24. (New) The method of claim 16, includ/ng an 
5 additional step, after the step of ref ermatting, of: 



storing the symbolic representatigh of dates and 
their associated information back into the database. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24y^ncluding the 
additional step, after the ste^ of reformatting, of: 

10 manipulating information im the database having the 

reformatted date information therein. 

26. (New) A method of prq'cessing dates in a database, 
comprising the steps of/ 

providing a databasye with dates stored therein 
1 5 according to a fo/mat wherein M i M 2 is the numerical 

month designator/ D i D 2 is the numerical day 
designator, ang Y i Y 2 is the numerical year 
designator, all of the symbolic representations of 
dates fallinig within a 10-decade period of time; 

2 0 selecting Ja window with a Y r Y b value for a pivot 

date of Xme window, Y ^ Yb being no later than the 
earliestf Y i Y g year designator in the database; 



5 
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determining a century designator C i C2 for each /date 
in the database, C i C2 having a first value iy Y i Y2 
is less than Y g and having a second valu/ if Y i Y2 
is equal to or greater than Y r Yb ; 

reformatting the symbolic representation of each 



symbolic representation of a date in / the database, 
without the addition of any new dat/ field to the 



(J^ database, with the reformatted syi^bolic 



representation of each date in tfhe database having 
10 the values C i C2, Yi Y2, Mi M? ,/ and Di D2, in order to 



facilitate collectively furtner processing the 
reformatted symbolic representations of each of the 
symbolic representations ybf each of the dates; and 

sorting the dates in thfe form C i C2 Yi Y2 M2 Di D2 . 

15 27. (New) The method of /claim 26, wherein the step of 
providing a database j/hcludes the step of: 

converting pre-exi/sting date information having a 
different format/ into the format wherein Mi M2 is the 



numerical monty designator, Di D2 is the numerical 



2 0 day designatoyt and Y i Y2 is the numerical year 

designator . 

28. (New) Th/ method of claim 26, wherein the step of 
selecting includes the step of: 

selecti/g Ya Yb such that Yb is 0 (zero] 
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29. (New) The method of claim 2 6, including /.n 
additional step, after the step of sorting/ of: 

storing the sorted dates and their as sociated 
information back into the database. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, including the 
additional step, after the step of s^/rting, of: 

manipulating information in the ydatabase having the 
reformatted dates therein, 

31. (New) A method of processir]^ symbolic 
representations of dates stor/d in a database, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a database witfh symbolic representations of 
dates stored therein according to a format wherein Y i 
Y2 is the numerical ;i^ar designator; 

selecting a window/with a Y;^ Yg value for the first 



decade of the win/Sow, Y a Yb being no later than the 
earliest Y i Y 2 y/ar designator in the database; 

determining a /century designator Ci C2 for each 



symbolic rep/esentation of a date in the database, C i 
C2 having a/f irst value if Y i Y2 is less than Y ^ Y b 
and having a second value if Y i Y2 is equal to or 
greater /han Y^ Yb ; and 
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20 



reformatting the symbolic representation of ^ch 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, 
without the addition of any new data fieYd to the 
database, with the reformatted symboli9 ^ " 
representation of each date in the da/^base having 
the values Ci C?, Yi Y;, in order to /facilitate 



collectively further processing thfe reformatted 
symbolic representations of each/of the symbolic 
representations of each of the/^ates. 

10 32. (New) A method of processiny" dates in a database , 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a database with/symbolic representations of 

dates stored therein acc/rding to a format wherein Y i 
— J . 

3'r desic 



Y2 is the numerical ye^'r designator; 

selecting a window wj^h a Y r Yg value for a pivot 
year of the window,/ Y ^ Yb being no later than the 
earliest Y i Y; yea/ designator in the database; 

determining a c/ntury designator C i C2 for each 



symbolic representation of a date in the database, C i 
C2 having a f/rst value if Y ^ Yg is less than Y r Yg 
and having / second value if Y i Y; is equal to or 
greater th^n Y ^ Yb ; 

reformatting the symbolic representation of each of 
the datfes in the database, without the addition of 



8 
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any new data field to the database, with the 
reformatted symbolic representation of each/date in 

the database having the values C i C 2, Yi Y/, in order 

to facilitate collectively further processing the 
reformatted symbolic representations ^f each of the 
dates; and 

sorting the dates in the form C i (? 2 Yi Y2 . 

33. (New) A method of processing sfymbolic 
representations of dates stored /in a database, 
10 comprising the steps of: 

providing a database with /symbolic representations of 
dates stored therein according to a format wherein Y i 
Y2 is the numerical year designator; 

selecting a window wi/bh a Y r Y b value for the first 
decade of the window, Y ^ Y b being no later than the 
earliest Y x Y 2 yea/ designator in the database; 



15 



determining a caritury designator C i C 2 for each 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, 
C2 having a f/rst value if Y i Y 2 is less than Y r Yp 
2 0 and having ^ second value if Y i Y 2 is equal to or 

greater than Y ^ Y b ; and 

ref ormatying the symbolic representation of each 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, 
withoug changing any of the symbolic representations 
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of a date in the database during the reform at/ting 
step, with the reformatted symbolic representation of 
each date in the database having the valu/s C i C2, Yi 
Y2, in order to facilitate collectively /further 



processing the reformatted symbolic representations 

of each of the dates. 
34. (New) A method for representing a*nd utilizing dates 
stored in at least one date field 0/ a database 
utilizing symbolic representation/^of the dates stored 



in the at least one date field Q*t the database, which 
are in a format that creates a/ibiguity between dates in 
each of a pair of adjacent cofrituries, comprising the 
steps of: 

converting each of the /symbolic representations of 
dates stored in the a/ least one date field of the 



database to a symbo/ic representation of each of the 



respective dates yhat does not create the ambiguity, 
by windowing the/symbolic representations of each of 
the respective /Hates as stored in the at least one 
date field of/the database against a pivot year 
represented hy one of the symbolic representations of 
the dates ^s stored in the at least one date field of 
the datab/se, without the addition of any new data 
field to/ the database for purposes of such windowing 
and convverting; and. 



10 
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running a program collectively on each of tMe 
converted symbolic representations of eac^ of the 
respective dates to sort or otherwise lyanipulate the 
dates represented by the converted symbolic 
representations, separately from the date data 
symbolic representations containag in the at least 
one date field of the database. / 

35. (New) A method of claim 34 /rurther comprising the 
step of: / 

opening the database pr/or to the step of 

converting . / 

36. (New) The method o/ claim 34 further comprising 
the step of : / 

collectively sorting the converted symbolic 

representations pri^r to the step of running the 
program on the co/verted symbolic representations. 

37. (New) The/method of claim 35 further comprising 
the step of : / 

collec/cively sorting the converted symbolic 

representations prior to the step of running the 
program pn the converted symbolic representations . 



11 
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38. (New) The method of claim 34 further comprisiyfq 
the step of: 

collectively manipulating the converted ;^mboli c 
representations prior to the step of runni n/Q the 
program on the converted symbolic representations 



39. (New) The method of claim 35 fu/ther comprising 
the step of: / 

collectively manipulating tjne converted symbolic 
representations prior to the Syt^p of running the 
program on the converted symbolic representations . 



40. (New) The method of/claim 34 further comprising 
the step of: 

collectively so/ting the converted symbolic 
representations accfording to a different data field 
contained in the /database from the at least one date 



field, prior to/the step of running the program on the 
converted symbolic representations . 



41. (New)/The method of claim 35 further comprising 
the step/ of : 

CGfllectively sorting the converted symbolic 
repre/Sentations according to a different data field 
contained in the database from the at least one date 
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field, prior to the step of running the program on 
converted symbolic representations. 

42. (New) The method of claim 34 further cgt^prising 
the step of: 

collectively manipulating t he convs'rted symbolic 

^ 7 

representations according to a diffe ri^t data field 
contained m the database from the §4: least one date 
field, prior to the step of runnin<^ the program on the 
converted symbolic representatigris . 



43. (New) The method of cl^m 35 further comprising 
the step of : 

collectively manipulating the converted symbolic 
representations accord/ng to a different data entry 
field contained in tbie database from the at least one 
date field, prior yo the step of running the program on 
the converted symoolic representations. 



44. (New) Thar method of claim 34 wherein the program 
performs an /operation which manipulates the data in a 
data field/associated with the at least one date field 
of the database according to the converted symbolic 
representation of the date. 



13 
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45. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein the progr^ 
performs an operation which manipulates the data /In a 
data field associated with the at least one da^e field 



7" 



of the database according to the converted symbolic 
5 representation of the date. 



46. (New) The method of claim 34 wh/rein the step of 
converting includes converting at /east a substantial 
portion of each of the plurality^ of symbolic 
10 representations of dates in tj/e at least one date field 



and repeating this step unt^jil each of the date data 
entries in the at least yhe date field is converted 
into the format that dofes not have the ambiguity. 

15 47. (New) The method of claim 35 wherein the step of 
converting incliy9es converting at least a substantial 
portion of eadn of the plurality of symbolic 
representations of dates in the at least one date field 
and repeating this step until each of the date data 

20 entries An the at least one date field is converted 
into the format that does not have the ambiguity. 



48/ (New) The method of claim 4 6 further comprising 
le steps of: 



14 
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collectively sorting the converted symbolijz 

representations prior to the step of running /he 
program on the converted symbolic representations. 

49. (New) The method of claim 47 f urth^^'r'^omprising 
the steps of : 

collectively sorting the conve/ted symbolic 

representations prior to the step/of runnin g the 
program on the converted symbol/c representations 

50. (New) The method of cl^m 46 further comprising 
the step of : 

collectively manipi/Lating the converted symbolic 
representations 

51. (New) The met/nod of claim 49 further comprising 
the step of: 

collectivi6ly manipulating the converted symbolic 
representati/ns . 



52. (NeMQ . The method of claim 46 further comprising 
the s tep of: 

rollectively sorting the converted symbolic 
repr/fesentations according to a different data field in 



15 
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the database than the at least one date field, prior to 
the step of running the program.^ 



53. (New) The method of yzilaim 47 further comprising 
5 the step of : 

collectively sorting the converted symbolic 
representatxonsyaccording to a different data field in 
the database/than the at least one date field, prior to 
the stepypf running the program. 

(New) The methodyOf claim 52 further comprising 
the step of : 

collectively manipulating the converted symbolic , 




15 55. (New) The method of claim 53 furthe^ comprising 
the step of : 

collectively manipulating the /6onverted symboli c 
representations . 



20 56. (New) The method of cl>6im 52 wherein the program 
performs an operation wh/ch manipulates the data in a 
data field associated/with the at least one date field 
of the database according to the converted symbolic 
representation cyf the date. 

25 
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57. (New) The method of claim 53 wherein the program 
performs an operation which manipulates the dat,a in a 
data field associated with the at least one 4ate fie ld 
of the database according to the converted /symbolic 
representation of the date. 



58. (New) The method of claim 54 whe/rein the program 
performs an operation which manipulyates the data in a 
data field associated with the at/least one date field 



of the database according to the converted symbolic 
representation of the date . 



59. (New) The method of c/aim 55 wherein the program 
performs an operation wh/ch manipulates the data in a 
data field associated w/lth the at least one date field 
of the database according to the converted symbolic 
representation of tl/e date. 



60. (New) A methad for representing and utilizing dates 
stored in at le4st one date field of a database 
utilizing symbolic representations of the dates stored 
in the at l/ast one date field of the database, which 
are in a fiormat that creates ambiguity between dates in 
each of k pair of adjacent centuries, comprising the 
steps grf : 
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15 
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converting each of the symbolic representations/of 
dates stored in the at least one date field o/ the 
database to a symbolic representation of ea/h of the 



respective dates that does not create the/ambiguity, 
by windowing the symbolic representatio/s of each of 



the respective dates as stored in the/at least one 



date field of the database against / pivot year 
represented by one of the symbolip^ representations of 
the dates as stored in the at lefest one date field of 
the database, without modifying any of the symbolic 
representations of dates in ^he at least one date 
field of the database for gj^rposes of such windowing 
and converting; 

running a program on ea/h of the converted symbolic 
representations of ea^ of the respective dates to 
sort or otherwise ma/ipulate data in the database 
according to the da/tes represented by the converted 
symbolic representfations , separately from the date 
data symbolic representations of dates contained in 
the at least or/e date field of the database. 



61. (New) A metybd for representing and utilizing dates 
stored in at l/ast one date field of a database 
utilizing symbolic representations of the dates stored 
in the at Ifast one date field of the database, which 
2 5 are in a f/rmat that creates ambiguity between dates in 
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each of a pair of adjacent centuries, comprising th^ 
steps of: 

converting each of the symbolic representations of 

dates stored in the at least one date fie/id of the 

database to a symbolic representation o/ each of the 

respective dates that does not create/the ambiguity, 

/ 

by windowing the symbolic representations of each of 
the respective dates as stored in/^he at least one 
date field of the database agairjfet a pivot year 
represented by one of the symbolic representations of 
the dates as stored in the a/ least one date field of 
the database, without modi/ying any of the symbolic 
representations of dates An the at least date field 
of the database for purposes of such windowing and 
converting; 



20 



running a program c/llectively on each of the 
converted symbolic/ representations of each of the 
respective dates /to sort or otherwise manipulate the 
dates representyed by the converted symbolic 
representatioffls , separately from the symbolic 
representati/ms of dates contained in the at least 
one date f/eld of the database. 

62. (New) A/method for representing and utilizing dates 
stored in y4t least one date field of a database 
25 utilizing symbolic representations of the dates stored 



19 
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in the at least one date field of the database, whic: 



J 



are in a format that creates ambiguity between data's in 
each of a pair of adjacent centuries, comprisi ng/ the 
steps of: 

converting each of the symbolic representations of 



dates stored in the at least one date fi^ld of the 



Z 



database to a symbolic representation pf each of the 
respective dates that does not creat/ the ambiguity, 
by windowing the symbolic represenlyfetions of eac h of 
10 the respective dates as stored in/ the at least o ne 

date field of the database agaisfst a pivot year 
represented by one of the symtj()lic representations of 
the dates as stored in the a/ least one date field of 
the database, without the ^dition of any new data 
15 field to the database for/ purposes of such windowing 

and converting; 

storing the converted/symbolic representations 
separate from the ay least one date field of the 
database; and 



20 running a program on the stored converted symboli c 

representation/ to sort or otherwise manipulate data 
in the databa/e according to the dates represented by 
the converted symbolic representations, separately 
from the symbolic representations of dates contained 

25 in the at/ least one date field of the database, 



20 
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63. (New) A method for representing and utilizing d^es 
stored in at least one date field of a database / 
utilizing symbolic representations of the dates/ stored 
in the at least one date field of the database, which 
are in a format that creates ambiguity between dates in 
each of a pair of adjacent centuries, cotnprising the 
steps of : ' / 

converting each of the symbolic rg^^resentations of 
dates stored in the at least oner date field of the 
database to a symbolic represeintation of each of the 
respective dates that does ryot create the ambiguity, 
by windowing the symbolic /epresentations of each of 
the respective dates as /tored in the at least one 
date field of the database against a pivot year 
represented by one of/ the symbolic representations of 
the dates as stored/in the at least one date field of 
the database, without the addition of any new data 
field to the database for purposes of such windowing 
and converting,-/ 

storing the q^nverted symbolic representations 
separate frcm the at least one date field of the 
database; ^nd 

running a program collectively on the stored 
converted symbolic representations to sort or 
other\/ise manipulate the dates represented by the 
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converted symbolic representations, separately txp m 
the symbolic representations of dates contain ed in 
the at least one date field of the database./ 



C7 



5 64. (New) A method for representing and u/ilizing dates 
stored in at least one date field of a /atabase 
utilizing symbolic representations of/the dates stored 
in the at least one date field of ye database, which 
are in a format that creates ambi^guity between dates in 



10 each of a pair of adjacent cenlyuries, comprising the 
steps of: 

converting each of the s/mbolic representations of 
dates stored in the at/least one date field of the 
database to a symbol/c representation of each of the 

15 respective dates tbfat does not create the ambiguity, 

by windowing the /symbolic representations of each of 
the respective /gates as stored in the at least one 
date field of/ the database against a pivot year 
represented/by one of the symbolic representations of 

2 0 the dates/as stored in the at least one date field o f 

the database, without modifying any of the symbolic 
representations of dates in the at least one date 
field/ of the database for purposes of such windowing 
and /con verting; 
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storing the converted symbolic representations / 
separate from the at least one date field in Jche 
database; and / 

running a program on the stored converted symbolic 
representations to sort or otherwise manipulate data 
in the database according to the datars represented by 
the converted symbolic representat 1/ons , separately 
from the symbolic representations/ of dates contained 
in the at least one date field yof the database. 

65. (New) A method for represen/ing and utilizing dates 
stored in at least one date fyeld of a database 
utilizing symbolic representiations of the dates stored 
in the at least one date f/eld of the database, which 
are in a format that cre/tes ambiguity between dates in 
each of a pair of adjag/ent centuries, comprising the 
steps of: / 

converting each off the symbolic representations of 
dates stored iiy the at least one date field of the 
database to a/symbolic representation of each of the 
respective dates that does not create the ambiguity, 
by windowi/g the symbolic representations of each of 
the respective dates as stored in the at least one 
date fi/ld of the database against a pivot year 
represented by one of the symbolic representations of 
the crates as stored in the at least one date field of 
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the database, without modifying any of the symboljfe 
representations of dates in the at least one dat4 
field of the database for purposes of such wi/dowinq 
and converting; / 

storing the converted symbolic represent/tions 
separate from the at least one date fi/ld in the 
database; and / 

running a program collectively on /he stored 
converted symbolic representatio/s to sort or 
otherwise manipulate the dates /represented by the 
converted symbolic represent/zions , separately from 
the symbolic representatioi/ of dates contained in 
the at least one date fie^d of the database. 

66. (New) A method of processing dates in a database, 
comprising the steps o/: 

providing a databafee with dates stored in at least 
one date field l/erein according to a format wherein 
Ml Ma is the ni/ierical month designator, D i D2 is the 
numerical da/ designator, and Y i Y2 is the numerical 
year designator; 

selecting/ a window with a Yb value for a pivot 
date of/the window, Y r Yb being no later than the 
earliest Yi Y; year designator in the databas e ; 
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determining a century designator. C i C2 for each dat^e 
in the database, C i C 2 having a first value if Y 1/Y2 
is less than Y b and having a second value \.f Y i Y2 
is equal to or greater than Y ^ Y g,- / 

reformatting the symbolic representation /of each 
symbolic representation of a date in a /portion of the 
at least one date field in the databa/se, without the 
addition of any new data field to ye database, with 
the reformatted symbolic represen/ation of each date 

in the database having the valu/s C i C2, Yi Y2, M2 , 

and D i D 2 ; and / 

repeating the step of refo:^atting until each 
symbolic representation ot a date in the at least one 
date field has been ref/rmatted in order to 
facilitate collect ivejfy further processing the 
reformatted symboliy representations of each of the 
symbolic representations of each of the dates. 

67. (New) A method/of processing dates in a database, 
comprising the st/eps of: 

providing a cnatabase with dates stored in at least 
one date fj/eld therein according to a format wherein 
Yx Y2 is Wie numerical year designator; 
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selecting a window with a Y b value for a pivot / 
date of the window, Y a Y g being no later than tb(e 
earliest Y i Y2 year designator in the databas/; 

determining a century designator C2 for/each date 
5 in the database, C i C 2 having a first vaJ^e if Y i Y2 

is less than Y ^ Y b and having a second /value if Y i Y2 
is equal to or greater than Y ^ Yb ; / 

reformatting the symbolic representation of each 
symbolic representation of a da/e in a portion of the 
10 at least one date field in thaf^ database, without the 

addition of any new data fie4.d to the database, with 
the reformatted symbolic rfepresentation of each date 
in the database having tp.e values C i C2, Yi Y2; and 

repeating the step of /reformatting until each 
15 symbolic representat/on of a date in the at least one 

date field has beecf reformatted in order to 
facilitate colleorively further processing the 
reformatted sympolic representations of each of the 
symbolic reproTsentations of each of the dates. 
2 0 68. (New) A met/hod of processing symbolic 

representations of dates stored in a database, 
comprising /he steps of: 

providing a database with symbolic representations of 
dates Stored in at least one date field therein 
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according to a format wherein Y i , Y2 is the numerica/ 
year designator; / 

selecting a window with a Y a Y g value for the/first 
decade of the window, Y b being no later /han the 
earliest Y j Y 2 year designator in the at /east one 
date field of the database; / 

determining a century designator C x /C2 for each 
symbolic representation of a date/in the database, C i 
C2 having a first value if Y i Y2 /is less than Y ^ Yg 
and having a second value if Y i Y2 is equal to or 
greater than Y r Y b ; and / 

reformatting the symboliy representation of each 
symbolic represe'ntation/ of a date in at least one 
date field in the dat/base, without?" the addition of 
any new data field tfo the database, with the 
reformatted symboMc representation of each date in 

the database ha-^ng the values C i C 2, Yi Y2, in order 

to facilitate /urther processing of the reformatted 
symbolic representations of each of the symbolic 
representations of each of the dates, by running a 
program om the reformatted symbolic representations 
of each pf the dates. 

69. (New)/ A method of processing dates in a database, 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing a database with dates stored in at leas; 
one date field therein according to a format w^re in 
Yi Y2 is the numerical year designator; 

selecting a window with a Yb value for/a pivot 
year of the window, Y^ Yb being no late/ than the 



earliest Yi Y2 year designator in the /datahase; 



determining a century designator c / for each date 
in the at least one date field 0/ the database, C i C? 
having a first value if Y i Y; ife less than Y r Yr and 
having a second value if Y i is equal to or greater 
than Y fl Y b ; / 

reformatting the symbolVc representation of each 
symbolic representation of a date in the at least one 
date field in the da/tabase, without the addition of 
any new data field/to the database, with the 
reformatted symb/lic representation of each date in 
the database ha>^ing the values C i C?, Yi Y2; 

sorting the n^formatted symbolic representations of 
the dates xh the form C i C? Yi Y?£_and 

running a/ program on the reformatted symbolic 
represe/tations of each of the dates. 

70. (Nevy A method for representing and utilizing dates 
stored /in at least one date field of a database 



28 



c:Bill\Patent Prc|g«^ion\Dickens-Soeder\Merged Cases\House Kjj^^g Amerandment.doc 



utilizing symbolic representations of the dates sto:g^d 
in at least one date field of the database, whictyare 
in a format that creates ambiguity between dat^fe in 
each of a pair of adjacent centuries, compri^ng t he 
steps of / 

converting each of the symbolic repre/entations of 
dates stored in the at least one da/e field of the 
database to a symbolic representation of each of the 
respective dates that does not yfcreate the ambiguity, 
by windowing the symbolic representations of each of 
the respective dates as stored in the at least one 
date field of the databasfe against a pivot year, with 
the pivot year being la^s than or equal to the 
earliest date represoTited by the symbolic 
representation of d^tes stored in the at least one 
date field, withodt the addition of any new data 
field to the da/tabase, and without modifying any of 
the symbolic Representations of dates in the at least 
one date fi/ld, for purposes of such windowing and 
converting^; and, 

running/a program on the converted symbolic 
representations of each of the dates to sort or 
otherwise manipulate the dates represented by the 
converted symbolic representations, separately from 
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the date data symbolic representations contained 
the at least one date field of the database, 

71. (New) A method for representing and utilizigi^ d ates 
stored in at least one date field of the data^se 
utilizing symbolic representations of the dates stored 
in the at least one date field of the dat/base, which 
are in a format that 'creates ambiguity petween dates in 
each of a pair of adjacent centuries , /comprising the 
steps of 

converting each of the symboli/ representations of 
dates stored in the at least/one date field of the 
database to a symbolic rep/esentation of each of the 
respective dates that doe^ not create the ambiguity, 
by windowing the symboLlc representations of each of 
the respective dates As stored in the at least one 
date field of the da4:abase against a pivot year, with 
the pivot year bei/g less than or equal to the 
earliest date rei/resented by a symbolic 



representation bt dates stored in the at least one 
date field, agfd without the addition of any new data 
field to tho^ database for purposes of such windowing 
and converging; 

storing a^ch of the converted symbolic 
representations of each of the dates separate from 
the diabase; and, 
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running a program on th e stored conver ted symbol/ic 
— ^ 

representations of each of the converte d symbolic 
representations of the dates to sort or otherwise 

- 7 

manipulate the dates represented by the c®nverted 



symbolic representations, separately fram the date 
data symbolic representations contain^^ in the at 
least one date field of the database''^ 

^ 

12. (New) A method of processing syqibolic 
representations of dates stored xrj/a d atabase, 
comprising the steps of 

selecting a database with symbolic representations of 
dates stored therein acco/ding to a format wherein M i 
M2 is the numerical mont-i^ designator, D2 is the^ 
numerical day designator, and Y i Y2 is the numerical 
year designator; 




selecting a IQ-deqede window with a Ya Yg value for 



the first decade/of the window, Y ^ Yb being no later 
than the earliest Y i Y 2 year designator in the 
database ; / 

determining/a century designator C i C2 for each 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, C i 
C2 having a first value if Y i Y2 is less than Y ^ Yg 
and havang a second value if Y i Y 2 is equal to or 
great/r than Ya Yb ; and. 
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/ 

reformatting the symbolic representation of each 

7~ 

symbolic representation of a date in the database 

/' 

with the values C i C2, Yi Y;, Mj M; , and D i yP; prior 

/ 

to collectively further processing information 

/ 

contained within the database associated with the 

7 

respective dates. / 

/ 

73. (New) A method of processing symbo/lic 



a/d< 



representations of dates stored in a/dat abase, 
comprising the steps of 

providing a database with symbolic representations of 

7 

dates stored therein according to a format wherein Yi 

— - 7 

Y2 IS the numerical year de.signator, al l of the 

/ 

symbolic representations pf dates falling within a 
10-decade period of time/ 

I 

selecting a 10-decade ^window with a Y^ Yg value for 



the first decade of tfhe window, Y r Yb being no later 
than the earliest Y/ Y 2 year designator in the 
database ; 

determining a ce/tury designator C x C2 for each 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, C i 
0.2 having a fi/st value if Y i Y2 is less than Y ^ Yb 
and having a/ second value if Y i Y; is equal to or 
greater thafn Y a Ye ; and, 
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reformatting the symbolic representation of the /date 

/ 

with the values C i C g, Yi Y2 , to facilitate fur,ther 

processing of the dates. / 

/ 

74. (New) A method of processing dates in a d'atabase, 

comprising the steps of 

providing a database with symbolic representations o'f 
dates stored therein according to a fi^rmat wherein Yi 

7 

Y2 is the numerical year designator/ all of symbolic 

/ 

representations of dates falling ^within a 10-decade 
period of time; 

selecting a 10-decade window y^ith a Y ^ Yg value for 
the first decade of the wincji^w, Y ^ Yb being no later 
than the earliest Y j Y 2 yea/ designator in the 
database ; 

determining a century (jfesignator Ci C2 for each date 



in the database, C i C/ having a first value if Y i Y2 
is less than Y ^ Y b a/d having a second value if Y i Y2 
is equal to or gre/ter than Y ^ Y g ; 

reformatting eacM date in the form C i C2 Yi Y2 to 
facilitate furt/ier processing of the dates; and, 

sorting the dates in the form C i C 2 Yi Y2 . 
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75. (New) A method of processing symbolic 
representations of dates stored in a database, 
comprising the steps of 

providing a database with symbolic qr^presentations of 
5 dates stored therein according to / format wherein M j 

M2 is the numerical month designator, D i D2 is the 
numerical day designator, and y/ Y2 is the numerical 
year designator; 

selectin g a window with a m Yg value for a pivot 
V V i date of the window, Y ^ Yb /toeing no later than the 

earliest Yi Y2 year designator in the database; 



determining a century/designator Ci C2 for each 



symbolic representat/lon of a date in the database, C i 
C2 having a first -^lue if Y i Y 2 is less than Y ^ Yb 
15 and having a secq/id value if Y i Y2 is equal to or 

greater than Y ^ /Y g ; and 

reformatting tfhe symbolic representation of each 
symbolic repy&esentat ion of a date in the database, 
without thGT addition of any new data field to the 
2 0 database, /with the reformatted symbolic 

represenniation of each date in the database having 
the va/ues C i C2 , Y i Y2 , M i M2 , and Di D2, in order to 



faciMtate further processing of the reformatted 
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symbolic representations of each of the symbolj/ 
representations of each of the dates. 

76. (New) A method of processing dates in a database, 
comprising the steps of 

providing a database with dates stored /therein 
according to a format wherein M i M2 the numerical 



month designator, D i D2 is the numer/cal day 
designator, and Y i Y 2 is the numerj/cal year 
designator; 



selecting a window with a Ya y/ value for a pivot 

7 — 

date of the window, Y r Y b beifig no later than the 



earliest Y i Y 2 year designagor in the database; 
determining a century de^^nator Ci C2 for each date 



in the database, C x C 2 t^aving a first value if Y i Y2 
is less than Y r Y b and/having a second value if Y i Y2 
is equal to or great/r than Y ^ Y g ; 

reformatting the s/mbolic representation of each 
symbolic representation of a date in the database, 
without the add/tion of any new data field to the 
database, wit^ the reformatted symbolic 
representatipn of each date in the database having 
the values/C i C2, Yi Y2, Mi M2 , and Di D2, in order to 



facilitatye further processing of the reformatted 
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symbolic representattefhs of each of the symbolic 
representations jyf each of the dates; and 

sorting'^^-'^'dates in the form Ci_C2_Yi_Y2 Mi M2 Di D2 , 



Remarks 

The above amendment, pursuant to the requirements 
of the Decision and 37 C . F. R. §1 . 565 (d) , places the 
claims added to the Reissue Application in the files 
10 for the above referenced Reexamination Proceedings. 
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lly submitted, 
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J^riuary 5, 2000* 



Via: Express Mail ET aSlb5177S US 



Non-Fee Amendment 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washmgton, DC 20231 



Dear Commissioner: 



Enclosed is a Housekeeping Amendment in the merged cases: 

Group Art Unit: 2 1 77 



Reissue Application No.: 
09/512,592 

United States Patent No.: 
5,806,063 

Issued: September 8, 1998 
Applicant: 

Dickens-Soeder2000XLC 



Reexamination Proceeding: 
90/005,592 

Filed: December 21, 1999 



Reexamination Proceeding: 
90/005,628 

Filed: February 2, 2000 



Reexamination Proceeding: ) 
90/005,727 

Filed: May 16. 2000 



Examiner: Paul Kulik 

Attorney Docket No.: 

2039-154 



RECEIVED 

JAN 0 5 2001 
REEXAM UNIT 



Attorney Docket No.: 2039-154 

This Amendment consists of: 
Housekeeping Amendment of 36 pages 
New Claims 16-76 
Information Disclosure Statement 
USPTO Form PTO/SB/08A 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement Submission 
Certificate of Mailing 
Certificate of Service By Mail 
Return Receipt Postcard 





The fee and certification requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 have been waived pursuant to 
the DECISION, SUA SPONTE, TO MERGE REEXAMINATION AND REISSUE 
PROCEEDINGS, mailed November 6, 2000. The fee for examination of claims in excess 
of the original filing fee have been paid in the above referenced Reissue Application. 

If you have any quesj^ons, please do not hesitate to contact me. 




WCC/ns 
Enclosures 



m 



January 5, 2001 

BOX: NON-FEE AMENDMENT 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR § 1.10 
Re: Housekeeping Amendment in the merged cases: 



Reissue Application No.: 
09/512,592 

United States Patent No.: 
5,806,063 

Issued: September 8, 1998 
Applicant: 

Dickens-Soeder2000,LLC 



Reexamination Proceeding: 
90/005,592 

Filed: December 21, 1999 



Reexamination Proceeding: 
90/005,628 

Filed: February 2, 2000 



Reexamination Proceeding: ) 
90/005,727 

Filed: May 16, 2000 



Group Art Unit: 2177 
Examiner: Paul Kulik 

Attorney Docket No.: 

2039-154 



RECEIVED 
JAN 0 5 2001 
REEXAM UNIT 



Attorney Docket No.: 2039-154 



Enclosed with this Certificate of Mailing is: 
Housekeeping Amendment of 36 pages 
New Claims 16-76 
Information Disclosure Statement 
USPTO Form PTO/SB/08A 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement Submission 
Certificate of Service By Mail 
Return Receipt Postcard 



The fee and certification requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 have been waived pursuant to 
the DECISION, SUA SPONTE, TO MERGE REEXAMINATION AND REISSUE 
PROCEEDINGS, mailed November 6, 2000. The fee for examination of claims in excess 
of the_Qriginal filing fee has been paid in the above referenced Reissue Application. 
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